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How Can Morgantown Get People Out of Cars?
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Create pedestrian friendly neighborhoods

The Big Picture…

Pedestrian-friendly neighborhoods are comparatively dense, close to working areas, and have continuous sidewalks and easy street crossings. 

A study in Portland showed that people in pedestrian friendly neighborhoods make over three times as many transit trips and nearly four times as many trips by foot or bicycle as people in neighborhoods with poor pedestrian environments.
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Encourage cycling 
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The Big Picture…

Over the past two decades, the number of bicycle trips in the United States has doubled. Since 48% of all trips in American cities are shorter than three miles, the potential for further growth in bicycling is enormous. 

Efforts to promote bicycling often focus on building bike paths and bike lanes. Although necessary, separate cycling facilities must be complemented by efforts to make all roads bikeable, through both physical adaptations and enforcement of cyclists' right to use the road. 

North American law, culture and car-based infrastructure all serve to marginalize cyclists. We need only look to Europe or Asia to see that bicycles are practical vehicles for daily urban travel.

Make public transit useable

The Big Picture…

People will only use transit if stops are nearby and trips are frequent. Trains serve people within half a mile of a station, and busses serve those within a quarter mile of a stop. Most will not consider transit if there are fewer than 20 trips per day. 

Increasing housing density and public transit availability makes public transit a useful alternative.

Encouraging walking, cycling, and transit use requires careful

planning for smart growth without urban sprawl.

A notice from the West Virginia Economic Justice Coalition and the WVU Student Sierra Club

Growth Doesn’t Have to Mean More Cars

Applied Locally…


Morgantown’s hilly topography, and high population of students needing inexpensive housing, has helped maintain high densities in many neighborhoods. Many residents live close to the downtown core, or a university campus.


Improving sidewalks, adding crosswalks, and introducing traffic calming measures could make Morgantown a pedestrian-friendly city.





Applied Locally…


Morgantown’s new rail trails are an important step towards improving conditions for cyclists. They are already well-used, showing that people will choose to ride, walk and rollerblade when it feels safe.


Many of Morgantown’s major arteries are narrow and hazardous for cyclists. Morgantown can encourage cyclists through simple measures, such as properly paving shoulders, orienting drains to prevent bike tires from getting caught, or providing alternative cycle routes.


Building a bicycle infrastructure is much cheaper than building for more cars.





Applied Locally…


Morgantown’s Mountain Line operates 14 routes, making 2-12 trips a day on each route. Service is more limited on Saturday, and most routes have no Sunday service.


Though fast and inexpensive, the PRT only runs when classes are scheduled.


A workable local transit system must serve the entire community all the time, not just at selected times and places. People will not get out of their cars unless they know that transit will not leave them stranded. The university and city must coordinate their transit services.
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