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Sunnyside sits nestled between WVU’s downtown campus, Evansdale campus, and law school (see map, p. 3). It has long been a favorite location of students seeking housing near campus. The area boasts medium density housing for a young, active, and social community, but suffers from problems common to student neighborhoods: a deteriorating rental housing stock, and complaints of excessive noise, trash, partying, vandalism, illegal residents, and insufficient parking.

In December 2001 the Citizens for Responsible Development hosted a public forum to envision solutions to the neighborhood’s problems. As a student and commuter cyclist, I was invited to speak on making the area bicycle friendly. I presented a plan for corridors, or ‘Greenways’ running through the neighbourhood. They would take advantage of the district’s strategic location for commuters while helping to revitalize the district. 

A Greenway is a ‘green’ thoroughfare that gives priority to pedestrians, cyclists, rollerbladers, skateboarders, and other human-powered forms of transportation. It might take the form of a waterfront promenade, such as Morgantown’s Caperton trail, a nature trail, or an urban walk along established city streets. Greenways offer increased opportunities for urban recreation, while providing alternative ways to move through a city. They can enhance the experience of nature and city life, increase property values, reduce traffic congestion, and improve the personal health of community members. A well-planned network of connecting Greenways allows safe and pleasant human-powered movement throughout a city.

Greenways on existing municipal streets often allow motor vehicle traffic, but give priority to human-powered transportation. They might use traffic-calming measures, such as traffic circles or boulevard bulges to slow motor vehicles to the speed of a person on a bicycle or rollerblades, allowing all to share the same street in safety. They often feature on-street pedestrian amenities such as water fountains, public art, or public benches, to make for pleasant and interesting urban walks. Tree planting and landscaping efforts can help ‘green’ the routes, providing an oasis of nature amidst the concrete and pavement typical of many urban areas.

I envision two Greenways connecting WVU’s Downtown and Evansdale campuses. The first would run through lower Sunnyside and Seneca, primarily along Grant Avenue; the second through upper Sunnyside and Evansdale, along Jones Avenue and Riverview Drive.

The Grant Avenue Greenway would run from the new Life Sciences building on the Downtown campus, to the Agricultural Sciences Greenhouse on the Evansdale campus. It would connect with the Caperton trail, the promised bike path to Star City, and the Falling Run trail proposed as an element of the McCoy 6 development. Grant Avenue already has the advantage of being a relatively flat, low-traffic street. A few changes would convert it to a Greenway:

1. Sidewalks would be installed along both sides of the entire length of the street.

2. Motor vehicle traffic would continue to move only in one direction, but the street would be opened to human-powered traffic moving in both directions.

3. On-street use of rollerblades and skateboards would be permitted.

4. Traffic calming measures would be installed to slow motor-vehicle traffic.

A rough path already exists on the hill between the west end of Grant Avenue and the President’s House. This path would be properly drained and surfaced with crushed limestone or cedar mulch. A staircase would be installed at the top of the path, where the hill is steepest. A bicycle rack would be placed at the base of the hill for cyclists wishing to leave their bikes there, and narrow ramps would be placed along the staircase, for those who choose to walk their bicycles to or from the Evansdale campus. Lighting would be installed along the path for nighttime use. At the President’s House this path would join with an existing path offering access to the Evansdale greenhouse, library, engineering, agriculture and forestry buildings.

The Jones Avenue Greenway would run from Falling Run to the Evansdale campus. It would connect the trail and mixed-use development proposed along Falling Run with the residential areas of upper Sunnyside and Evansdale, and WVU’s law school and Evansdale campuses. Like Grant Avenue, most of Jones Avenue is flat, with little traffic. The biggest challenge in creating a workable Greenway along this route would be in converting the steep, narrow section near the east end of Jones Avenue to allow two-way human-powered traffic to cross Stewart Street and connect with Falling Run. Overcoming this hurdle would allow human-powered traffic to travel the wide, quiet, relatively flat street past the North Avenue Firehall, where it connects with a path leading past WVU’s Law School to a staircase down to Riverview Drive. The installation of a narrow ramp along this staircase would allow cyclists to walk their bicycles down to Riverview Drive. A pedestrian or cyclist-activated crossing light at University Avenue would enable a safe crossing to the wide, quiet, level street leading through the residential area of Evansdale to the President’s House, where the two proposed Greenways would merge.

These two Greenways would form an important part of Morgantown’s developing alternative transportation network, and play a key role in re-establishing a livable mixed community in Sunnyside. They would encourage residents to travel through town using human-powered options instead of motor vehicles, resulting in decreased traffic congestion and a healthier environment and population. 

Pertinent Points:

People want Greenways.

Thirty-eight percent of Americans agree that “the availability of bikeways, walking paths, and sidewalks for getting to work, shopping and recreation is very important in choosing where to live.”

People don’t have far to go.

Forty percent of all trips in the US are within two miles of home; fifty percent of workers commute less than five miles to work.

People need more exercise.

Physical inactivity is largely to blame for rapidly increasing obesity rates, and one-quarter of all chronic disease related deaths in the USA. Nationally, 20% of Americans are obese
, and inactivity is blamed for at least $24 billion in additional health care expenses annually.
 West Virginians face particularly high rates of obesity and sedentary lifestyle.
 As a temporary home for many of the state’s youth, Morgantown has the opportunity to establish healthy living habits that can last a lifetime.

Traffic is a growing problem.

Traffic congestion costs Americans $78 billion in lost productivity annually, even before the costs of increased pollution are considered. The average commute in West Virginia jumped from 21 minutes to 26.2 minutes in the past decade – the largest percentage increase of the 41 states for which Census Bureau data are available.
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� Since the 1960s college enrollment has expanded more quickly than construction of on-campus housing. This has exerted tremendous pressure on campus neighborhoods to accommodate new, young, and first-time renters. The increase in the minimum drinking age and a ban on the consumption of alcohol on campus has driven student parties out of bars and off campus. The off-campus rental market has proved highly profitable to landlords, but the conversion of family-owned homes to student rental houses has driven non-students out of these neighborhoods and discouraged other families from purchasing there. College towns face the challenge of trying to re-establish mixed communities. Some have found success through the combined efforts of stakeholders, including municipal governments, neighborhood associations, colleges, and private developers.
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